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Port of Beaumont to dedicate new military office building

BEAUMONT, TX (November 7, 2008) – U.S. Rep. Ted Poe and U.S. Army Col. Craig B. Hymes – commander of the U.S. Surface Deployment and Distribution Command’s 597th Transportation Group – will dedicate a new state-of-the-art office building for military personnel at the Port of Beaumont during a ceremony beginning at 9 a.m. on Nov. 13.

The two-story, 27,000 square-foot building was completed in October at a cost of about $5.4 million.  The facility will serve as headquarters for the U.S. Army’s 842d Transportation Battalion.  The battalion is part of the command’s 597th Transportation Group, which is tasked with supplying military equipment and resources to sustain U.S. forces in action worldwide.

The new building consolidates military personnel at the port and provides training and growth opportunities.  The facility’s completion also brings the battalion in compliance with the U.S. Department of Defense’s force protection and security requirements, battalion commander U.S. Army Lt. Col. Marshall Ramsey said.


“In the post-9/11 world, extra security is required of all Department of Defense activities,” Ramsey said. “Previously, with our split posture and our location next to Main Street, we were not meeting the requirements.”

The office building is fortified with the latest anti-terrorist construction methods including crash-resistant fencing and gates, according to architect Dohn Labiche, principal with the LaBiche Architectural Group, which designed the structure.  The building is also designed with hurricane-resistant window systems and can handle wind loads of up to 150 mph, Labiche said.


The office building is one of the key projects in the port’s aggressive $58 million capital improvement program.  Other projects include a new wharf on the east side of the Sabine-Neches Waterway and a new $5 million 140-ton harbor crane.

The Port of Beaumont is a deepwater port on the Neches River that handles in excess of 3.5 million tons of commodities per year including bulk, breakbulk and military cargo.  The port is the largest military port in the United States, handling about one half of all the cargo shipped in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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