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For Immediate Release

January 14, 2008 - Revised
BEAUMONT, TX --  The Port of Beaumont handled 3,582,921 tons of cargo in 2007, an increase of almost 30 percent over the previous year.  

2007 tonnage in the following categories, shown here with comparable figures for 2006:




         2007                          2006
           % Increase
General cargo:
      710,692                      504,905
       41%
Bulk cargo:
   
    2,872,229                  2,286,420
       26%
      
Total:


    3,582,921

      2,791,325
       29%
Annual tonnage, by specific commodities:



        2007                           2006
       % Increase (Decrease)
Bulk grain:

    1,889,277                   1,269,882
        49%

Potash:

       701,861                      673,642
          4%
Aggregate:

       264,711                      342,896
       (23%)
Metal articles:
       253,390

          130,543
         94%
Forest products:
       205,135

          158,808
         29%
Military cargo:
       173,447

          170,237
           2%

Project cargo:
         70,681

            28,411
       149% 

Other:


         24,419


 16,906
         44%
2007 calendar year tonnage highlights:

· General cargo was up 41 percent 

· Bulk grain was up 49 percent

· Revenue cargo was up 11 percent.

· Bulk grain was been particularly strong last year, due to the value of the dollar against foreign currencies and the strength of the U.S. wheat crop.  The port's 

grain tonnage for 2007 was 1,889,227 tons, an increase of 49 percent over 
2006.
· Several general cargo commodities were strong in 2007.  These include

forest products, including new domestic wood chip business, up 29 percent last 
year;  metal articles, up 94
percent;  project cargo, up 149 percent; and military 
cargo, up 2 percent.  Most of the forest products handled by the port in 2007 
were imports from South America.
· Project cargo, which was 70,681 tons for the year, includes wind turbine equipment and equipment being used to construct other kinds of power generation plants.

· Metal articles, which totaled 253,390 tons, includes steel billets, rebar, rail, iron ore, and large-diameter pipe imported for two pipeline projects being built in conjunction with the area's Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) terminals near Sabine Pass.  The port also expects to handle large vessels and other equipment that will be part of the estimated $15 billion in new industrial construction and expansion in Southeast Texas over the next few years.
· The port continues to handle approximately 48 percent of all U.S. military equipment being shipped in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
So far, in the five years since shipments began to the Middle East, the port has handled more than 150 ships, which carried 141,000 individual pieces of military cargo that weighed more than 1.4 million tons.
In 2007, the Port of Beaumont completed negotiations with the three railroads that serve the port for new agreements that will pave the way for the construction of $16 million in rail infrastructure improvements.  The project, which was funded with the assistance of U.S. Congressman Ted Poe and the South East Texas Regional Planning Commission, will improve the safety, efficiency and cost of rail service at the port while improving air quality and opening the downtown riverfront for economic development.  The contract for construction of the project is expected to be let by the Texas Department of Transportation this Spring or Summer.
In 2007, the port embarked on the first phases of an estimated $52.5 million in improvements, which include:

· A 650-foot deepwater wharf in Orange County - $22 million
· Rail improvement project - $ 16 million
· Orange County access road - $ 3 million

· Orange County cargo storage lot - $ 1.6 million

· New heavy-lift mobile harbor crane - $ 4.5 million

· New headquarters building for U.S. Army - $ 5.4 million

Also in 2007, the port began using property it owns on the north bank of the Neches River, in Orange County.  The site is being developed to store pipe imported for LNG pipeline projects in South Jefferson County and Southwest Louisiana.
For more information, contact John Roby, 409/835-5367, jrr@portofbeaumont.com
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